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Bren liberty: itself is barter'd here. “ai 
‘€ At gold’s superior charms all freedom fli¢s ; 
« The needy sell it, andthe rich man buys."———Gotosira, 
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GENTLEMEN ; | 

The wurds of the above motto contain a 
description of the political state of Holland 
about forty years ago. From such a ‘state 
abject submission to a foreign power is never 
far distant; it mever can be far distant; to 
which I will add, that it oxghé not to be far 
distant ; and, so far from pitying the people 
of Holland, we shall,-if we duly reflect, 
be inclined to think, that-the conqueror rules 
them with two light and gentle a hand, and 
that their punishment is by no means ade- 
quate to the political crimes. wliich have 
brought that punishment upon them.—— 
We are ‘apt to ascribe the overthrow of 
states, and the subjugation of nations, to 
adventitiéus ‘circumstances, to the fortune 


of war, to the ignorance or treachery of {| 


statesmen, ="No nation is willing to attri- 
bute its rain to its own baseness; and the 
world is' generally disposed to listen to ac- 
counts given by those who have been en- 
gaged inthe scene.- But, if we inquite 
diligently into the causes which have ‘Jed to 
the subjtigation of nations, we shall find, 
that, niné times out of ten, the Laséness of 
the people; low as well as high, (as in the 
case of Holland) has been the principal 
cause, 

Our country is not yet subjugated ; let us 
hope that it never will; but, it is, by every 
one, confessed to be in a perilous situation ; 
itis, by every one, confessed to be in a si- 
tuation in which it cannot possibly for many 
yeats maintain its independence; atid, if 
you see it in that light, does it not behove 
you, atthis moment in particular, “ dili- 
“ gently and i ially to inquire, whe- 
“* ther all the evils “we endore, and all the 
2 dangers that threaten us, are not to be 
“ ascribed to the foliy and baseness of those, 
“‘ who have ; abd who have so 
abused, their privilege of 
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of property, in which the tax-gatherer does 
not, in one way or another, ‘come to claim 
a share on:the part of the government; sx- 
COND, an yniversal: prevalence of disguise, 
insincerity, suspicion, fraud, and ‘ill-will 
between man.and man, engendered by the 
system of taxation: and, Tarrp, the exis- 
tence of nearly: a million and. ahalf of pau- 
pers, in England and Wales only, upon a 
population..of less than nine millions of 
souls. The dangers that threaten us, are, 
an. increase of taxes, an increase of im- 
morality thereby engendered, an increase of 
paupers, and, as the natural consequence of 
allthese, a further decrease of public spirit, 
and, in Short, such a state of things as may 
finally render England what Hoiland now is. 
The greater part, the far greater part, of 
the evils which we now endure, have been 
brought upon us by the councils and the 
measmres of Pirt.. The immense sums 
which he squandered upon East-Indian spe- 
culators ; the millions he wasted in pensions 
and grants of various sorts; the hundreds of 
milkons he expended upon ill-concerted 
schemes of war, and upon the innumerable 
swarm of his friends and supporters, who 
profited from that expenditure: all these 
rendered taxes absolutely necessary; but, 
it was, at all times, in the power of the 
House of Commous to have prevented the 
minister ‘from adopting the measures by 
which that-necessity was created, it being 
the chief use of that House to watch over 
the expenditure of the public money, and 
to withhold it, unless in cases where the 
granting of it is evidently necessary for the 
public good. Yet, during the twenty nmr 
squandering of Pitt; during the whole of 
the time that he was more than doubling the 
national debt, never did the House of Com- 
mons, in any one instance, refuse him the 
money he asked for, hoWever enormous the 
sum, andbowever foolish or profligate the 
purpose. The law required, that the for- 
mality of a voteshould. take place, in 





_toenable the miuistef to levy each su 


sive tax upon the people ; but, with the ex- 
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The faut, then, Wav 
Commons. That House we havé-to loak to 
for ail the evilywe feel, and_all these we ap- 
prebend. But, the House of Comiliions iS 
called the representative of the people, arid, 
‘in many €ases itis so; and, if thet House 
do wrong, it is because the people them- 
selves have made a bad choice. I’shall, per- 
haps, be reminded, that Mx. Grey, néw lord 
“Howick, asserted ip parliament, that there 


were 300 of the’ members, whose seatsweére | 


the private property of noblemen and others, 
and who came ito the House without having 
had any connection or acquaintance: with 
those who were ‘called their constituents. 
But, ihongh we cannot deny this, the people 
have still powerenough, if ‘they had the vir- 
tue, to elect sich a House of Commons as 
should protect them against the effects of 
‘every weak or.wicked measure, on the part 
of a minister. There ere upwards of 70 
county members ;. there are 50 more sent 
‘by cities dr: boroughs, over the electors: of 
which no man can have any other control 
than that which is given. him by the folly or 
the baseness of the electors ;, and, thongh 
120 mémbers are but few in comparison 
with the whele number ot which the Heise 
now consists, every one must perceive, that, 
against the decided will of 420 sueh mem- 
bers. as miglit be selected, no minister would 
be able to carry.amy measure whateyer ; be- 
cause, in the mind of the nation, those mem- 
bers would be ‘¢stimated-according to. their 
real worth, and not’ merely according to 
their numbers. 
if there. had béen, for the last twenty: years, 
but twenty members, chosen upon principles 
such as ought. tovprevail, we should: have 
avoided great part, if uot the whole, ofour 
present calamities and dangers. We-have, 
upon particular occasions, seen what only 
ene. or two members are ‘capable of /ef- 
fecting; what,:then, might--not ‘be ef- 
fected by 20 members, entering the House 
with a fair resolution to do their duty; and 
particularly with a resdjution wever-to louch 
he pullic money, either Ly their own hands, 
those. of their relatives ‘This. is: the 

: on dest.” All professions; “‘sbort of this, 
MS as nething'; » for, experience’ + 
pie fo us,-that, the momient-the patriot 
to pocket: the pratics’of a plice or a 
sion, he ¢hanges his ‘tone, or he becomes 
muteyand seems to forget: sents thing that 

passed.in 


-time. 
“Fh prices any man 
willeocaue take baty ii ree of cit 
is, thatthe electors are, bit i toommany in- 
stances; -participat ars. in.allethe worst jie] 


Peat of the elected. ‘They can complain, 


Nay, it is my,opinion, that » 


—_ 
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‘in the-House of: 


mostbitterly complain, ef oppression ; put, 

comparatively speaking, there are very few 
of them who will scruple to avail themselves, 
as heres as they can, ofthe adva antages,. of 
imaginary ddvantages, to he derived from 
assisting those’ who- are-the-cause:of such 
oppression; and, ‘perhaps; .in their. com- 
plaints against the government, none are 
mote clamorous than those, who find them- 
selves compelledto refund in a tax the piice 
of their vote at an eleetign. Such men may 
comiplain; but, who wilh he: werk enough to 
pity chim > A. Ration,of j such men: may 
be subjugated, and crawl .along the re- 
nainder of their daysunder the lash of a 
conquerors but, is there any map that will 
not say, that these who have sold their Ji- 
berty ought not be slaves? In the City of 
Westminster, as)was observed in my. last 
letter, there is less excuse for base conduct, 


than there is in almost: any other body of 


electors ; and, -therefore, for you.to barter 
your liberties, is.a crime such as Can be com- 
mitted but by. very few others. 

Let no man.deceive himself by the sub- 
terfage, that itis not money, for which he 
gives his vote. . To give, meney tovall, orto 
-half ‘the electors ot Westminster, woud 
strain the purse,,even of a Nabob, or a Con- 
tractor’; but, to bribe with the hopes: of gait, 
with the hopes.of increased trade, or wit! 
the more seducing. hope of causing the elecs 
tor or his ‘relations to be maintained. at the 
expense ef the government: or, iit other 
words, of enabling them to cheat the: public ; 
to bribe in this way is easy. enough ; and, 
in this way has. bribery been most suceess- 
fully practised. Weak, however, must that 
elector be, who hopes, by a pitiful evasion, 
to escape fromthe punishment which.awaits 
such conduct; whe hopes to escape trom.the 
contempt of mankind, and from those stripes 
of oppression, whieh, by-his.own baseness, 
he has enabled others to. inflict upon, him. 
To hear such.a.man complaining. of the 
weight of taxes, --and-to see him, with that 
‘conplaint upon his lips, go to the, hustings 
and give his.wete for aman, from whom he 


has no reason to.expect any thing buta tame, 


-acquiescence in every. measure .proposed hy 
any end by, every: man whe happens to bs 
minister, is sonrethimg teo: disgusting to ade 
nait-of an deseription 

. That there .avill, upon the, ‘present occas 


gion,» ‘he feursuch men-tound amongst yous 
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They ate; generally speaking, independent 
of thé power of their employers; ‘and, if 
that power be attempted to be exereised over 
them; if ‘theit employers attenipt to deiér 
them ‘from voting according to theu* con- 
gciénves, every means should. be taken of ex- 
posing to public scorn and indignation * the 
conduct of Sach employers. > The artidans of 
a work-shep; led to thé hastings under the 
command of the mastér,-are degraded to a 
lovel with ¢attie, rétafiing all the sins of 
the worst description ‘of men.°-The Jan- 
svage of Jaw;' and the Jangnage” ef reason, 
is, that.‘ eleetions' should be freely ald in- 
difttrentl? niade;” that is, that there should 
be né andué iftffuence used; no-threats, no 
promises, to’any individual elector; nothing 
to induce Hii to vote, or to abstain’ from 
voting, contfary to his own will and inten- 
tention: avd, evety man; using sach undue 
influence, is guilty ef an omtrage towards the 
person he attempts to seduce; and of offerrce 
against the law. That such» atteripts heave 
been made. with impanity, and. even with 
succéss, is no justification of these who may 
agaia thake them,* much less is it @-justifica- 
tion of those who leave them unresented ; 
and, I earnestly hepe, that,’ upoh-this ocea- 
sion, every elector, pon whom such at- 
tempts may be nade, will.act like aman 
who fetains adge sense of his rights, and 
who is resolved to exercise those rights solely 
tor the good of his eountry. 

As to the candidates, who have offered 
themselves to you, at thié time, I could 
have wished, that éicher on¢ or thé other had 
explicitly pledged himself never-in his 
whole life, to touch, either by himself or 
lis relations, one farthing ofthe public 
inoney. “But, sifce neither of them thas 
done this, yoor choice, ifio new candidate’ 


cl msideérations ; aiid, it appedrs to mé, that ° 
‘ic very first consideration is, that- of  pfe- 
Wor city frem becoming,-as fo all” 
Practical patpos@s; a mere amily proper y, 
handed over deter oa akdoe aaa ee 
jist like'a@ private state, with’ all*the patie | 
and deer thereon feeding aad’ beige 1 beg" 
You to refléct, “onty for one" nfoment, open’ ’ 
“Ne shocking degradation of beingthus tracis- 
‘sted; ‘pon the shame; the infamy, of 
ing batgsined for, bought std xd By 
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At 





“a Bill and Receipt» Oty the eatent ‘arid 
“eight of-vot aie reed 
Tefect still 

1 Westin dtae 

of freedoini in. 

hinster begotha 


| whet 


to direct the attention of other places? In 
short, so. fearful ate the conseqvences of 
your becoming the slaves of a great family of 
two, that I seruple not to «say, that upon 
your decision on th’s “éceasion depends inti- 
nitély. more than Woon any other event, 
which, at this day, can be regarded as within 
the compass of possibility. In yen hatids is 
now placed the fate of the peorle of Eng- 
land, as far as regards. their political liber 
tiés ; and, in the eonfident hope, that you 


will not betray your trust, 
I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your friend and humble servant, 


Botley, 18th Sept, 1806. 
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Nrcocrations ‘Yor PEAc-. 


profoind secret; but, 





time. 
the terms of the treaty, concluded by M. 
D'Ovsrtt, it is impossible for us to give any 
decided. opinion “upon the réfusal, on the 


the reasoning of thosé who have defended 
the conduct of Russia, upon this occasion, 
does nof, to me at least, appear quite satis- 
factory. 
ratify a treaty, Le the terms what they mey, 
which has beeh concluded by a plenipoteu- 
tiar?, cannot be maintained, for instance, 





agiéed to cede St. Petersbirgh to France, 
the Eniperer of Russia wouk! have been 
bentid to ratify the treat¥, But, on the 
other hand,“ full powers” are a mere 


has deviated from thé “ spirit of his in- 
‘© strnetions,”’ The fall ; bwers, as will 





as <hould bé Gonducive to the lasting peace 


Enropé’ itt 
vary widefh bt the re 
ratify tend to excite # suspicion, that: they 
ep WP dsely so? T'do not say, that, 


fieetion > Bat, F 
in sorheof 0 ‘ints, in fevour of the fe- 








fusal,; full fowers mest, forthe futard, be 


Ww. Coppett, 


The. pro- 
gress made ‘by Lord Lauderdale is kept @ 
the certainty,: in 
which we now are, with respect to the 
conduct of the Emperor of Russia, . affords 
us, I think, good grounds whereon ‘to be- 
lieve, that there will be no peace at this 
Until we are fully informed-as to 


part-of Russia, to ratify that treaty ; bot, 
That a sovereign is bound to 


no one will preténd, that, if D'Ovurais. bad 


niockery; if the-ratification is to be refused 
under a preténce, that the plenipotentiary 


be seén* ini a subsequent pagd of this, sheet, | 
enjoined on D)Ousrit to make such a treaty _ 


feral. The ihstraction was’ 


Europe fo “Russia andFraneé and of . 
ite’; “bat; may not the refusal to. 


if Cotte to be filly knowh, 

thé refasal to ratify nity not admit of justi-. 
do say, that) “if we were. 

th #dmhit the argutnents that haté been used, 
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regarded as conferting no power at all.—— 
Indeed, it is but too evident, that the argu~ 
ments, here alluded to, have been. suggested 
by conyenience, and not by any sound prin- 
ciple of public law. A rourTH COALITION 
seems to be wished for and expected ; and, 
without a refusal toratify D’Ouwnic’s treaty, 
a fourth coalition is impossible. ——As_ to 
the probable consequences of another coali- 
tion, I offered my opinion in the preceding 
sheet (page 481)°; but, I have not the va- 
nity to suppose, that that opinion will have 
any.weight with those writers, who now 
talk, with more confidence, I think, than 
ever, of, ‘* the growing spirit of the still 
‘¢ unsubjugated states of the continent.” 
After all that- we have seen. within 
these twelve months; after the battle of 
Ulm; after thé capture of Vienna; after 
the battle of Austerlitz; after the peace of 
Presburgh ; after the Rhenish confedetacy; 
after seeing a new king in Holland and’ ano- 
ther in Naples; afterall this, .who would 
expect to hear, from any haman creature in 
his senses, Janguage like the following :— 
'* The cloud that has so long hung over the 
“ affairs Of the €ontinent begins. to dissi- 
‘“« pate; and it is at length permitted to’ 
** look, if not to brilliant, at least to serene 
‘** prospects in that quarter. The growing 
*--spirit of the still unsubjugated states of 
‘** the continent, ' affords a just and reason- 
able hopey. either that the power of 
France may be reduced within some  li- 
mits by a vigorous war, or some boutids 
set to its vast projects of aggrandizement 
by the terms of a peace to which, under 
existing circamstances, Buonaparté may 
find it convenient to agree. The prepa- 
rations for war are carried on with eur 
bled vigour in every part of the continent. 
From the Black Sea to ‘the German 
Ocean, fromthe Baltic'te the Mediterra- 
nean, Europe exhibits but one uniform 
scene of military movemtents and hostile 
*« indications, Prussia has made conside- 
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«¢ rable progres in forming’a northern con-: 


* federation, a3 a counterpoise tothe con- 
“« federation. of the Rhine, and has assumed 
‘4 formidable military attitade, with a 
weight to her’ 
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‘« Germany. . dustrin, too, has made asto- 
‘* nishing advances in the work of répairins 
** the disasters of last campaign.” —~—(f 
the sort and- degree of those ** advances," 
whieh-Austria has. made, may, by the in- 
telligent teader,, be easily imagined from the 
| tone and substance of a Fiyance Partewnr, 
published bythe Emperor, no longer ago than 
the. 6th of last month, Thisdocument, which 
merits an attentive, perusal, sets out with 
stating, that all the.calamities, which have 
befallen the Austrian ,.Monarchy, have not 
afflicted the Royal breast so miuclr as the 
present necessity which compels him to lay 
fresh’ burdens upon his people, ‘* for the 
‘* purpose of. assisting the weakness of the 
** state, and. removing the evils which 
** remain as the natural consequences:of the 
** late’ ways..,These wars,” proceeds the 
patent, ‘“‘ which: have succeeded each other 
‘* with little intermission, have been’ nwre 
expensive than any that the Monarchiy has 
ever undertaken, .The expense of each 
campaign; has far.exceeded the ‘sum total 
of the usual-annyal revenue of thé state. 
‘¢ ————The . resouregs, of foreign’ loans,’ to 
which the ).Eayperor’s, ancestors’ had re- 
‘€ course, jt is remarked, were rendered 
bs ** useless, by the chatige-which had’ taken 
** place. in_ political “relations ; and the 
operation ot domestic loans were found to 
be too slow, and in their issue too uncer- 
‘tain; so that even these could not’ be 
made tocoyer more than the, fourth of the 
expenditure of a single canyp2ign ; and 
therefore to provide for the rest of the 
necessary expenses merely by forced loans, 
and extraordinary imposts, would have 
‘€ been destructive of the well-being of the 
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| ‘subject, especially when a succession of 


«é 


_ bad -harvests had produced a dearth, and 
when several thousands of hands had been 
taken from. the plough, and from the 
workshops of the mechanic; and, lastly, 
when the restrictions: upon commerce and 
the arts had imposed new Jimitations upon 
*< the revenueé.——lIn this sjtaation nothing 
“ remained to the government but the 
‘¢ increase of paper, which, with the yearly 
‘© accumulation of tie, ine tended : 
multiply the exigencies of the state ; 20 

1 thie “ookwiteadsog the. Hensttions 
~*© already introduced: into every ‘branch of 
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* the fidelity and patriotism.of his hereditary 
*€ states. expresses the same confiderice in 
‘© his subjects in..Transylvania and Han- 
“« gary.” 





consequence of being compelled to lay fresh. 
burdens. upon his faithful’ people 
serve, that the magnitude of the evil demands 
a quick and active remedy. He therefore 
in the first place proposes to remove. the 
most pressing of these calamities, viz. the 
overflow, of the Vienna Bank Bills, and to 
establish ‘a fund for their’ recal and total 
annihilation. “The patent ‘afterwards pro- 
ceeds to state the conditions of the new loan, 
and also that ‘the new duties upon salt, 
tobacco, pastage of letters, &c. are only to 
remain in force five ‘years; the revenue 
arising from these duties is tobe ‘solely 
appropriated ‘to the ‘rasing a fund: for the 
liquidation of the ‘Vienna* Bank Bills, 
The Emperor admits that he catinot yet en- 
tirely excuse the proviuces from contrilu- 
tions in kind for the-support of the military ; 
however, he is willing to relieve them from. 
that which ha$ been “the most burthensome, 
uamely, the contribution of corn; a tax in 
liew of this is very’shortly to:be brought for- 
ward. . A stamp tipon various kinds of ware 
is also.agreed upor ——By the means of the 
present patent, arid the. assistance of: his. 
kingdom of Hatigiry and the Dukedom of 
Transylvania, andiin consequence of his Ma- 
jesty 's exertions to preserve thé continuance of 
peace invwlate, ia the happiness’ of his 
crown and the nations afte to him by 
Providence, and. of his desiré 6f Which. he 
had lately given an irreffagable ‘proof, this 
Majesty hopes, under the protéétion of the 
Almighty, to arrive at a happiér state, and to 
Witness the much ayished-for pétiod when 
he shall be enabled to enjoy the ‘consolation 
of removing those heavy burthens from the 
shoulders of his subjects, which an uifortu- 
nate concurrence of untoward events has 
obliged him to. lay upon theni.——On the 
Ist_of September an ‘excise duty was also to 
be Jaid upon all Sesh, fowl, gdme, and wine | 
brought into Vienna.——And, is it of such 
a'state that we are to hear, with patience, of 
the “ vigorous preparations for war!” A 
state which: is overflowed with a paper mo- 
ney, fallen a hundred-fold, probably, in va- 
lue; a.state that is Compelled to lay a tax 
pon flesh, fowl, game, and wine (the pro- 
duce of the fields dnd the gardens) ; ‘a state 
even now 












——The Emperor conclades with © 
acknowledging the regret*which he feels in . 


; and ob- 
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coalition? Is it such a state upon the 
** growing spirit” of which we are called upon 
to rely for exertions tending to reduce the 
pewer-of France within reasonable limits? 
-——— Hut, is itnot absurdity, bordering upon 
idiotism,;-to talk of a-coalijon between Rus- 
sia, Austria, Prussia, and England, at a mo- 
ment when the: two latter are engaged in a 
war for an obyect; which, the latter has de- 
Clared that she will have restored, and which 
the former hazdeclared, in terms equally 
positive, that she will not give up? In 
short, a FOURTH COALITION appears to me 
to be impossible ;- and, if it should take 
place, I cannot help fearing, that the result 
will be far more disastrous than was that of 
the ruirp. 

Buanos Ayres. The capture of this 
colony, has, itis. said, “ filled the commer- 
cial wotld swith joy.” I do not doubt it, 
“Me it has not filled, with joy; because, 
though I admire the, promptitude and bra- 
very which have been manifested by the 
commanders aud the troops upon the occa- 
siti, | do not see any solid national advan- 
tages that can. possibly arise from the cap- 
turé; while, on the other hand, I can easily 
perceive; that itmay. be a cause of national 
disappointment and. debility. Tie shal- 
low-brained rabble (in, high life as well as in 
low) ‘will see nothing but the mines and the 
money, wagrou-loads, of which latter are, it 
is said, already arrived... But, if ou were to 
ask. them, wheiher. the waggon, loads, that 
were lately captured in the Spanish Galeons, 
have_at all tended to prevent the imposition 
of new taxes, they. would be compelled to 
say, no. Not a dollar of the captured mo- 
ney will ever get intocirculation here. Not 
a shilling of tax will be saved us by Buenos 
Aynes.. Not a jot will Napoleon concede 
for it at the making of a peace. The cape 
ture will enrich some half dozen of persons 
concerned in it, and some few. merchants 
who may trade to the colony; but, to the 
people of England it will bring no alleviation 
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of their burthens in War, uo safety in peace, 


and, as to their internal freedam,. it will 
tend to diminish it, by throwing more pa- 
‘tronage into the. hands of the crown, and 
thereby giving to another portion of the 
people an interest different from. that of the 
great mass,———'* The }/alth of the Indies” 
is acommon saying, and common sayings do 
much... Bat, this “ wealth” has. made us 
poor indeed, One tenth part of the taxes, 





which we this. very , ave. pay only 


because we possess the Kast Indies, 

labour .of Englishmen is taxed, cruelly 
taxed, to support the East India Company 
and their: possessions; and, if we retaim 





that is compelled, even now’ that it is at 
peace,to levy contribulions in kind for the 
Support o. its troops: is it such a state that 
we are.to sehited’ as one of the 
power to con 
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Buenos Ayres, that labour will. be further 
taxed for that purpose. The capuure, and 
the appoi intments and re-inforcéments there- 
by occasioned, will cast about half a million; 
aud that half million roust cane out of the 
seis in taxes. lf, indeed, the capture 
could tend to diminish the power of Franc? ; 
if it could tend to augment the power w hich 
Great Britain has of annoying France; if it 
could tend to change the relative situation 
of the two powers, then would L hail thecap- 
ture with great delight; but, I am con- 
vinced, thatiteannot; I am convinced that 
it will only tevd to disappoiat and to en- 
feeble this kingdom, ahd, therefore, with 
me, itis no subject for rejoicing. 

Nationat Dest. In a subsequent 
part of this sheet, my correspondent Decrus 
endeavours to show, ‘* that, if the nation be 
‘‘ now in a perilous situation, that peril 
‘« would ‘be rather azgraveted than dimi- 
‘« nished by its’ceasing to pay Interest upon 
‘€ its debt:” Twill answer him in my next, 
leaving his letter to work its way in the 
meaywhile ; but, I will, here, just as sk, whe- 
ther he can canceive any cause of peril 
equal to that pointed out, in my last sheet, 
(page 420) as arising so: 'ely from the exist- 
ence of the national debt ? 

‘© Devicate INVESTIGATION.” The 
writer of the Morning Post has written above 
three columns again, but, he has answered 
mei! herlof’ my three g LegsttIOns, Pp at to -bita in 
the preeeding sheet, page 424. I have, 
however, to make: my acknowledgements to 
hiae.for.the correction of an error of the 
press owing to which an m was Jeft out at 
§ froin the 
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' WaTIONAL Hest. 

Sin,——Had I recollected (for I read 
theni at the time-they appeared) the arga- 
10 ‘endeavour to 
prove the justice’ of ceasing ta pay in erest 
of the national debt, U certainly shor ld not 
hate contentéd’myself with nakedly gssert- 
ing, that’ the measure appeared to, me un- 
yas, without, ut the same time’, stating the 
re. igoms upon “whic bh that opinion. was fo. nd- 
ed. [have since re-perused those arguments, 
aid wouk! now’end@ivour to Staite ‘ahy I 
think them yasurisfactory, and ihsnflicient 
ty inaiptaia the position they ate adduced ‘tes 
support, were it not® iat it Hee “to me 
that all cousiderstions as to the justice, or 
poliry of @xtinguishing thé’ national | debt, 
wold be rendered superfigous, werd i it to be 








shewn ‘on the nati on Woe id nx to any. 
terial ektent ee. ‘@ Theasure. 
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is evidently material difference, 
ces it Gee if “you suppose “that it is par 
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to pay its annuitants, appears to have been a 
propositigh that has hitherto beén left ta be 
Maintained by its own internal evidence, ra- 
ther than by any arguments that have beeg 
adduced in proot of it This is the mast na- 
fiiral aid obvious view of the subject : why 
it appears not to be the true one, I propose 
now,’ as shortly as 7 can, to submit to you. 
Should I be mistaken, I should be happy to 
receive ‘correction, From the observations 
that have fallen from you, on my-last letter, 
it becomes necessary that I should assert, 
that Ihave no particulgr opinion to main. 
hor apy motive, other than a love of 
truth, for wishing to see one Side of the 
question prevail in preference to the other. 
lara no banker, no stock-holder, or stock- 
jobber. “Not that T arm anxious to disclaiin 
any connection with these classes of’ men, 
from any suecess that appears to have at- 
térided the endeavours that have heen made 
to render them infamous, and, therefore, 
that there isa positive merit in possessing 
nothing. in common with them. On the 
contrary, it has always afforded me very sen- 
sible pain, to see a writer, w ho, on all other 
stibjects, is so em! ‘nently distinguished for 
luminous statement, and a vigorous tempe- 
rafe mode of reasoning, pollute his disquisi- 
tions by the employment of abusiye epithets, 
the use of which, no man,’ howevér great, 
can sanction : they add. nothing“ to the 
weight of the argument, or to the legitimacy 
of the deductions, and when there appears 
ait attempt to enlist the passions im the 
eatise, one is apt to imagine, that it arises 
from. a conscious defici iency of arguments 
sutted to persuade the judgnient. You 
have, in a former part of your RK egister, stated 
your reasons for supposing that. the case of 
the nation. and its’ creditor, does not alte- 
gether correspond with the case of" an indi- 
vidual and” his creditor, Cases may be con- 
ceived in which this disagreenient would 
and in which it would not, If an in- 
dividhial: involved in debt; and whose subse- 
qiient means of support were entirely inde- 
pendent of his creditors, weré, without any 
expense to himself, to become at ance exone~_ 
rited from bis débis, his condition: would. 
clearly be the better by the amrount of. the 
sums that he thus ceased to become liable (0. 
pay. Between thecase of an individual so 
cireuinstanced, and’ that of the. nation there 
—Not $0, 
rly, 
fiom these sane -eetiers ‘and by means.o 
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means of existencé.» If-thée supply ceases, s0 

must the réturn that was: imade by it: ‘and 
‘so must all other sources of supply .which by 
its distribution it served-to create... Se would 
it be withsthe nation and: its crediters..1f 
you suddenly (and whether suddenly or gra- 
dually as to ‘this purpose makes no material 
difference) ceased to supply them with that 
income whiel: served them a3 a source of 
subsistence, you not only extinguish the sup- 
ply in the Way of. taxes which they them- 


selves directly afforded; but you also extin- | 


guish, at the sanre tine, all those sources. of 
supply, which, by its distribution, the mo- 
ney they reecive, served to .give birth to— 


Whether the. annuitant’s means of: subsis- 


tence be derived: entirely from the annuity 
received from government, or partly trom 
this, and partly from other sources, makes, as 
to the purpose in question, no material cit- 
ference. If if be wholly derived: from. this 
source, his means of extstence is altogether 
annihilated : 4% Ona, partly from this: source, 
by so mueclr as le ceases to’ receive, by so 
much must his: expenditure be diminished. 
It is so.impossibleto trace the course! of any 
partictlar sam of money,-from the pocket of 
the individual, ‘in its proress among the se- 
veral hands which it; may. come to pass 
through, that no specific species of com- 
miodities, or any particular class of = 
duals, can, With any degree of certainty, 
pointed out, upon which the consequence of 
ceasing. to pay'the annnaitants -the: income 
they had’ been aeeustomed to receive would 
ultimately fall. What, however, is.certain 
is, that if the annuitants:were no lenger to 
receive their annuitiés, the demand for those 
articles; which the annuities had hitherto 
beén expénded in purchasing, must altoge- 
ther cease, and with the demand for the ar- 
ticles, the means of the subsistence of those 
persons: who were employed in the fabrica- 
tion of them. In thé case of that class of 
persons whose ittcdme consisted solely of 
these annuities; and the amount of what was 
no more! than’ sufficient’ for their maimte- 
nance, the diminution in the demand would 
fall principally upon consumiedble-commodi- 
ties. When the annuity was larger, the di- 
minution in the demand would: fall, both 
a articles of consu and articles of 
luxury’; meaning»by articlés of luxury, such 
articles a§ are merely: manne withou 


the gor. 
reroment ‘ceasing: to pay the: annuitanis is : 


os 
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-obvious;. Those who have no other source 


of income, it défault of friends, willing and 
“able .to. maintain them, go to the parish. 
Those. who have.other sources of income, 
would suffer. no further inconveni_ ace than 


the being.compelled to relinqnish-themuse of 


such commoditiés as. they cam best spare.— 


. But it will of course be observed, that, if it 


be admitted that the capacity of the nation 
for yielding taxes be diminished-by sueh an 


operation, yet at the-same time is its demand 


for them also diminished, by. the whole 
amount of what it now pays to its annui- 
tants, and thus the’ non.annuitant may come 


|»to be released from the payment of those 


sums that até now taken from. him to be 
given to the annuitavt, Admitting, for thie 

‘purpose of the argument, such a-transfer of 

propetty to be called for by the circum 

stances of tlie country, yet it would be im- 
possible to effect it, ‘without a greater at- 
tendant. disadvantage than: seems to have 
been irpagined. You cannot: give to the 
non-annuitant a// tliat. you take trom the an- 
nuitant. It cannot be passed, undiminished 
in its value, from one hand to, the other. In- 
dependently of the consideration. that the 
suffering occasioned by the loss of any given 
sum is alway s greater than the pleasure pro- 
duced by the gain. of it, and-on. this score 
alone would come to be madea considerable 
defalcation from the benefit of the measure, 

tothe burtheris already imposed on the non- 
annuitants, would come to be added fesh 
burthens imposed on other grounds. lf the 
annuitant no longer receives his annuity for 
his support, he must be maintained, unless 
he be annihilated, by. money raised in the 
shape of poors’-rates ; and, together with the 
annuitant, would come to be maintained in 
this same way, all. those classes of -per#ns 
whose source of stbsistence depended upon 


etbe expenditure of his annuity. And while 


thus the burtbehs.came to be increased, the 
weight of them would also be increased, by 
a diminution in the number of persons 
among whom they would. be to be divided: 

——True it is, that by ceasing to pay inte- 
rest on the national debt, the aggregate 
wealth of the nation would not, forthe mo- 
ment, be diminished, any more. than: its 
wealth would be diminished by the passing 
of anaet of parliament, prohibiting, among 
individuals, every debtor from. paying his 
creditor. But, tomake any absolute addition 
to- its wealth, tlie one of the two measures 
would be of equal efficacy with the other. It 
would be merely the making a transfer of 
property from hand to hand. “Whatever you 
give to B, you must previously, and to an 
equal amount, have taken from-A. And 
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admitting the non-annuitant, to surpass in 
virtce the annpitant, in any degree, that, for 
the purpose of the argument, it.can be con- 
venient to imagine,—admitting theexcess of 
his virtue, to be so pre-eminent as.to entitle 
him to be rewarded for it, by the whole of 
such property.as. the annuitant deriyes from 
tlie money, he may have vested. in the funds; 
yet, considering the great general alarm and 
inconvenience such‘ transfer would be at- 
tended with, and consideritig, as above, the 
great expense that the annuitant must he 
put to, for the purpose of conferring a small 
aud perhaps miserable benefit on the non- 
avnuitant, there scems tO require. much 
strongerfreasons than have‘hitherto been as- 
signed, to justify the measure in .question.— 
As to what increase to their present burthens 
the nation would be able to bear, that ap- 
pears to be a question quite. foreign. to the 
present purpose; it’ is evident. that some li- 
mit there must be, tothe amount of the 
taxes that can be raised: but. for the.vain- 
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| to irritate the public mind, with instances of 
misgovernmen: and traits of profligacy, with 
proofs of imposition. and. examples of apos- 
tacy, without at the same: time. prescribing 
the remedy, or exciting hopes, of recovery, 
would be to aggravate. the evil, by-extending 
the intiuence of despondence,,and adding to 
the number of those who despair of the 
commonwealth, As a sentiment 50 unwor- 
thy as this can never enter, your, own breast, 


| implant it not in the bosoms of-others. As 


you have repeatedly .*‘ searched | the sore,” 
so now ** endeavour the., mediciue.”’ 

When the natural body is afflicted. with a 
variety of ailments, how shall we. hope for 
relief unless: our physician understands the 
anatomy of the human frame, and the science 
of physic. So.when the political, frame is 
sinking under a complication,of maladies, 
must we not, for the cure,, look to.the,poli- 
tical anatomist.who is versed in the scienve 
of civil government ? If a statesman mean, 
by his prescriptions, to save our state, must 











ness of attempting to fix that limit, we re- 
quire no further proof than to recollect. how 
completely haye failed all tle. predictions, 
that- have hitherto been ventured .on, that 
subject. At present, ‘ail that is meant to he 
maintained js, that if the nation be in a pe- 
rilous situation, that peril would rather be 
aggravated than diminished by its ceasing to 
pay interest on its debt. I am, Sir, your 
1umble servant, Decrus.—Sept. 13, 1800. 
P. S. I would not be understood as shrink- 

ing from the considerations as to the justice 
of the nation’s ceasing to pay its annuitants ; 

and, I may, perhaps, trouble you with ano- 

ther letter on that part of the subject. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

** And then for the people, it is my man- 
** ner ever to look as well beyond a parlia- 
** ment as upon 4 parliament; and it they# 
‘** abroad shall think themselves betrayed by 
“«* those that are their deputies and attornies 
*« here, it is trae we may bind and conclude 
** them,. but it will be with such murmur 
** and insatisfaction as I should be loath to 
«‘ see. These things might be dissembled, 
«* and so things left to bleed inwards; but 
** that is not the way to cure them. And, 
«* therefore, I have searched the sore, in 
** hope that you will endeavour the medi- 
“« citie.” “Sir F. Bacon. Sce his works, 
v. iv’ p. 326, ed.1730. 

Six ;——Having been, for a long period, 
an attentive observer of your writings, , 
wherein with a pén of fire are ti ict 









he not direct his principal attentipn. to that 
which” is its: most vital. organ, the Com- 
mons Howse or PaRLIAMENT,,. to. sce if it 
be sound or diseased? And if. there he find 
“« the sore;” nnist he-not, for ‘ the medi- 
“ cine,” resort to’ those principles of. go- 
vernment on which political life and health 
depend? After travelling, Mr. Cobbett, the 
whole round of misgovernment, after ex- 
posing every species of abuse, if state pre- 
servation be your object, to the vital organ 
you must come at last.———Are the, people 
crushed and bent down to the earth -by the 
pressure of innumerable taxes? Where 
have they a remedy, but in the justice and 
prudence of parliamentary “* deputies and 
** atlornies ?”’ Are they harrassed. and. hu- 
miliated by the incessant. visits, the insulting 
carriage, and the irresistible power of the 
fiscal swarm ? Whence, under such circum- 
stances, can they look for relief, but. under. 
the protecting wings of ‘‘ deputies and al+ 
‘* tornies” in parliament assembled? Is the 
money, intercepted by taxation . from the 
maintenance and education of virtuous fami- 
lies, expended in the ostentatious revellings 
of harlots? Is the nation’s. substance con- 
sumed in pensioning the, servile dependants 
of successive: ministers? Is the Exchequer. 
itself beggared by jobs.and ,peculation in 
every department of the . state’, Where, 1 
any of these. cases, are: there to; be found 
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furnish proof that our government was re- 
yolutionized and ~despotisnr established; 
where, but in thé existence atid patriotism 
of parliamentary’ ‘* deputies and attornies,” 
could the “nation find the means of recover- 
ing its constitution, and a shield of future 
protection? Should ministers of all denomi- 
nations, whether Whig or Tory,’ or of the 
faction behind the throne, however hostile 
to one another as rivals for power, invaria- 
bly agreé ‘in perverting all the natural, the 
constitutional, and ‘the cheap defence of our 
island against invasion ; it wndermining the 
national strength, and insidiously fortityiug 
a despotism already ‘introduced ; where 
would reside the méans of counteraction and 
the sources Of salvation, but in the honesty, 
the wisdom, the courage of real ‘* deputies 
« and attornies” in parliament? Then, af- 
ter all your indignant reprehension of fraud, . 
treachery, and peculation, and all the fire of | 
your eloquence on plundering hypocrisy, and 
unblushing profligacy, if the renovation of 
our country, if the préseryatien of our 
laws and liberties, if our continued existence 
as an independent state be your object, hi- 
ther, I repeat it, Mr, Cébbett, you must at 
last come, Here, and here alone, will you 
find our civil, and in thé-arms-bearing of 
tree citizens; -ourumilitary security. In be- 
ginning with official: turpitude, and personal 
wickedness, you may have ,doné well; but 
you will not, J am sure, mcar the imputa- 
tion of politicalBlindness,.or the reprdiich of | 
mountebank quackery, by unceasingly beat- 
ing the air on topics, which, unless we can 
produce some. reformation, are’ bafren and 
disgusting. Your penetrating mind will 
not rest until it have explored the true 
source -of ‘Wational good and évil; until it 
have learned the oct condition of the heart 
of the state,‘ of that organ in which pre- 
eminently resides political life. And, for- 
louate, Sir, itis, that in this case we are not 
liable to'be misted by the use of metaphori- 
cal language. ‘The physician of the natural 
body ean only, from effects and external 
symptoms, conjectare respecting the healih- 
ful or the diseased. state of the heat; but; 
in the state's political body, the whole ana- 
tomy is visible, the heart itself is open to our 
View; that is to say, we can pretty nearly 
a in what several proportions the | 
beallhieyah idea ie 
scaly, or is destitute of popular eee or 
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court... All perhaps that is wanting towards 
its reformation is, to fix on that assembly 
the putlic attertion; and to prevail on our 
countrymen to scrutinize it with a constitu- 
tional eye, and to try it by the test of the 
principles of ourtree government. In such 
an investigation we must be cattious to avoid 
all unwarrantable licenses of speech, and to 
drop all figurative descriptions of this part af 
our government; a language so frequently 
and so insidiously indulged in by politicians 
unfriendly to our liberties. We ought even 
to abstain from such metaphors as I myself 
have just used, in calling the House a vital 
organ, the heartof the state, and so forth; 





and closely to adhere (o plaiu literal English, 
expressive of the true intendment of our law 
and constitution; as the great Bacon has 
done, in calling'the members the ‘‘ depulies 
« and attornics” “of the people. Now, 
Mr. Cobbett, with great submission to per- 
sons better instructed in the science of civil 
governmént and our English polity than 
myself, I must observe, that if there be one 
criterion more to be depended on than ano- 
ther, for shewing whether our laws and li- 
berties are safe or in peril, are truly pos- 
sessed or really lost, it will be deterntined by 
the degree in which the members of tle 
House of Commons ate independent ~or de- 
pendent; thetrue ‘‘ deputies and attornies™ 
of the. people, or something élse unknown 
to the constitution, Hete, then, isan ine 
quiry as worthy of your industry, asa faith- 

tul report will be of your pen. And, if I 
mistake not, the time is near at hand, when 
the labourers in this field shall gather a no- 
ble harvest. That, abating only a short 
truce, we owe fourteen years of war, all its 
calamities, and all the consequences yet to be 
apprebended to the shocking, the monstroug 
policy, of preventing a reformation in this 
part of our government, ‘is a conviction of 
observant men, a conviction which not all 
the eloquence of a Pitt could ever shake, 

which the florid declamations about jacobin- 

ism, of that quondam reformer, only served 

to root more deeply in their minds, and a 
conviction which must keep pace with in- 

quiry, and spread with the spread of truth. 

Look back, Sir, over the disastrous space of 

time to which I have referred you; review 

in conjunction the’ professed principles.and 

the actual measures, the preachings and the 

practices, of those who parliamen- 

tary reform,. The measure of their wisdom. 
and theit viztue it is 20iD. easy to understand. 
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magoria of igi visions, duped then at 
~ once out of both Jiberty aud property. What 
internal enemies had the stat at the tinie al- 
Tuded.. to, but, iss own. corRuPTions? 
What external papi did it want, bat an 
INDEPENDENT PARAIAMENT aNd AN ARMED 
PEOPLE ? 
means, if we want either prosperity or pre- 
servation ? Could. ilwse -have ever failed us 


in preserving the peace of all Europe, at a | 


time when, 9s.Wve new of a certainty know, 
_ France, priox.to the breach between her and 
. Austria, was a Subse suitor to our King, 
for av erting 
diation, and oy the terms he should think fit 
to prescribe? But, the consequence of peace, 
Dir, ata season when the spirit of parlia- 
mentary peforination was prevalent, was full 
of danger to the Roreugh: dominion, And, 
were not, think you, the Borough-sovereigns 
of England i, as jealous of their daminioe, 
and as ready to plunge into a war for its de- 
fence, as other sovereigns? Or were they 
not as prompt to sieze on new territories, and 
to deal out to their dependants gratuities 
and indeinnitigs out of any spoils they could 
hy their hands on, as any partitioners of 
Poland, or any cethvoner.or ereator of new 
kings whatever? Or would, in the nature 
ef things,,these severcign kords of the Bo- 
roughs “be* less disposed than any brother 
sovereign, fo the policy of carrying on a wat 
at an invaded people's ecpense. In this mas- 
terly generalship, not a. Napoleon himseif 
bas outdone them rf either in-the hypocrisy of 
pretending triendshipand protection, or inthe 
tes seg of atrocious pi lage : while w ith one 
aad shey have levied the heaviest contribu- 
Gous,with the other, they have widely extend. 
éd. the limits of their empire. But the odious 


despotism they have erected having itsefoun= | 


dations rotten, even to a proverb, ‘tis doom- 
ed, we may trust, to an early dissolution, 


Havi ing, as We may say, its existence in the 


general ignorance, general discussion. must 
uce its annihilation, 
we have been, by the fraudtul proprietors 
and patrons of the boroughs, or, in. other 
words, the monopolizers of corruption, and 
bythe shallow pratings of the partisans of 
their despotism, ta.carry. on a.war of dels 
sion and folly upaa our_own operty and. 
freedom, Jet us now, undeceiv i retrace our 
misguided steps, dA us review. the work. of 
our advis 4 and Jet. us .conjemplate . our 
sent PPD How terrible, .in 
Pie ee Liew 


otc eptous,. the, 
















: ammense ys 
amber of ,,our..paupers!. Do, 
scone, ve. become, |! 


a he'maha, yemeant ? 1 
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' shores, 
Are. not these at all times our | 


the threatened war by. his me- | 








Duped, Sir, as | 





bo. other .office (or character, 
6 DePUTEBS AND | 





ao himself? 





' {46s 
such be our internal situgtion, are.our oxter. 
nal.relations much more gratifying ? Almost 
totally bereft of alliances, owt ancient riv al, 
and fourteen years ago eur sippliant, is lord 
of the Continent, and master of Po 
the possession of which bath more 
than twice over doubled the danger of inya- 
siol}; our own. coast, vast as the navy we 
mainta in, not thought seeure without Mar 
tillo tewers, ahd diseraceful entrenchments, 
te acts of parliament for reviving.the Jong 


_ dormant doctrine of a right in the King to 


call for ‘* the military services of all his liege 
< subjecif!” But with what fidelity to their 
country. ministers have received: this doc- 
trine we have seen, by their care that all vo- 
lunicer exertions, as well’as all. the armed 
services of the people, shall uniformly “ai at 
the will and eption of the crown, py DIRE 
CONTEMPT OF THE CONSTITUTION, @S may 
be abundantly seen by consulting England's 
Ai sis, referring to the index under the lread 
of ‘* arms-b rearing, a duty.” Although 
Mr. Windham, in debate upon his. sraining 





| act, (40 G. 3. c.. QO) rejected in a) lofty tone 


the proposed clause of Mr. Yorke, copied 


from his. own General Defence Act, em- 


powering the crown to suspend at its. plea- 
sare the act then under discussion, he (Mr. 
Windham) nevertheless, took especial care 
to render the entiye operation of the statute 
subject to the royal diseretion; for-in respect 
of cahing for the military services of bis 


' lieges, his Majesty is thereby empowered to 


direct'the apportionment of any nuinber 
oF men, not excecding two hundred thon- 
** sand;” so that in fact, whether, im the 
now relative situations of England aid 
France, we areto have trained to arms for 
our defence two hundred thousand of the 
people, or two thousand, or-two hundred, or 
two seore, is. solely to dupend npon thed's- 
cretion of the King, or, in- other wor ds; the 
diseretion of ministers ; while we see all mi- 
nisters alike yying with eachother in builds 
ing-up a gigantic standing army that is to 
overshadow the land, and whieh, if not oul- 
uumbered in a four-fold proportion by the 

armed people, must at onde impoverish and - 
enslave our country, How, Mn: Gobbett, 
are we fo sccount for the sudden conversion 
of every new ministry, -whig or tory; Te 
formers or abti-reformers; tothe-maxims of 
arbitrary gaverament?: And, stilimore; how 
are we to account for, theomost arbitrarp act’ 
, of, the most.arbitrary. sninisters; finding! vri- 
_form support among those whoroubtt:h=¥< 


yes” wt “whe” per 


‘ple? And:tigeir showing ‘i pialbioccasions pe 
culiar glacrity, when the-vote is for money & 
tor goldiers? | beg pardon, Sir, for cade was 
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tention. I had for a moment forgot that I 
was speaking of sovereigns ; with whom, of 
course, revenues and armies are the objects 
of first consideration. ‘Lo,return, however, 
from this short digression, I would remark, 
that it isin the solution of the questions I 
have just pat to you, we must read either the 
salvation,. or the ruin-of our country. For 
this very reason, I] will not desire your im- 
mediate thoughts upon the subject. Let it 
first sink deep inte your mind: besfow on it 
frequent meditation: make it, both by 
reading and reflection, the familiar inmate of 
your bosom :, duly contemplate us nature, 
aud its importanee, and then, Sir, your pen 
sbali achieve glorious things. im the cause ef 
reformation, Meanwhile, asa disso.ution 
of the present. parliament is talked of, | 
wish, Sir, to. ask you afew questions. Ist 
Have you heard. any better reason assigned 
for such a dissolution, than-that the Treasury 
Boroughs may not continue to give seats 14 
th: House to those whe have ‘leit the Trea- 








sury Lepch? Qdly. As-you, and.vecy friend | 


0. bes country, must wish io seein the next 
parliament,. konest menwho re qualified in 
estaie and knowledge, who hoid sacred the 
comsitintion, awhovare tncopable of v-olating 
the laws a: ainst-brisery, and are egnaily in- 
capalle of ecting.a dependent part; can you 
inform Ave puslic by. what possible means 
even aty. ind:viduzi.man of this description 
can ebtain. a. seatin the next parliament ? 
And, 3diy. Haver yor any concepiion that 
We have. a-single peer, or other borough- 
holder, who. is. sutheiently inic}iigent of his 
county's 1eal copdition, and sufficiently vir- 
{ugus to cause such men only as I have de- 
fcriucd to be. returned for bis boroughs at 
the nest election? If, Mr. Cobbett, you can 
neither pomt.out suchmrans, nor such a 
peer, inust.we pot read in. your silence the 
unbappy destiny ef .our, country, unless a 
Pilliamentary reformation shall introduce a 
vew order of things ? As probably ihe’ storm 
of war will be scon weathered for the pre- 
Sct, and asthe tide. of alarm, ranning coun- 
ter to reformation appears to be well nigh 
spent, it behoves every honest. pilot to bestir 
himself for getting the shattered vessel of 
Storm begins torage.. But £rence! France! 
France! the. valtares. of corruption will 
st scream im our, ears, Well! France ! 
wt then! When France, shaking. off her 
r spousin, and its.inveierate corrup- 
thant babouta change of regimen,accident 
i glatipcumits Ayko ce 
aod yi — ye age a Ee ky strength 
des sont. Shall, then, the .a vocatcs of 
Pals and corruption, ‘shall the: politi- 


~—— 





€ Consutution, into; safety, before afresh | 





vulgar politics of the longest. sword, shall 
such logicians: bold up to us,-in terrorem, 
this France, that has attained ‘to incredible 
empire by the road of reformation? Whats 


ever may be at this moment the condition of 


France, in respect of political liberty, she 
has as much of it atleast as she had before 
she staried, and, except naval superiority, 
she has eyery thing else which her wildest 
ambition or vanity can well covet. But, let 
it not be overlooked, that it was the shaking 
off of ber old.worn-out despotism, and tie 
actual taste of poltical literty, which gave 
her the energies that have brought the Con- 
tinent to her feet, A-government of talent, 
alihough it hath suspended the liberty, has 
p-eserved the energy; and, to the contem- 
piative mind, it appears highly probable the 
liberty will revive and flourish.—~—Beiwecn 
the case of England anc that of Francethere 
never was more similitude than, between 
Flueilius M:ceton and Monmouth, All 
the parallels that were drawn by our plane - 
struck alasmists, played upon by the crafiy 
masters of the wires, were almost teo Judi- 
crous fer serious-refutation. Such was the 
case of France, while her king wason his 
throne, that, as it should seem, nothing but 
a friendly suppert of her new limited .go- 
vernment.cn the part of Enylend, for avert~ 
ig. cxternal attack, covjd possibly prevent, 
convulsion, unt] her freegorm got consoli- 
dated with mitigated monarchy. "That sup- 
port was suileniy refused; the French King 
lost his life; eonvulsions, followed. But 
still Frence at this moment, covered with 
military renown, sits arbitresscf the fate of 
surrounding nations ; and tha€ very, Talley 
rand, who, as a secret functionary of Louis 
XVI. could not. (as [.understand) even ob- 
tain av aadiehce of Lord Grenville, to suefor 
an English mediation to save the new-boig 
liberties ct hjs country, but who certainiy 
did not obtain. the médiation,. is now the 
public minister of. bis: Iniperial master, 
whose smiles are coveted by the ambassadors 
of all Burope!—-From. this state of things in 
France, a state contemplated by English 
statesmen With no small envy, how shall our 
berough sovereigns conjure up a ne» bug, 
bear to terrify us from the thoughts.of pate 
liamentary reformation ? They, of all, men, 
will not. surely. reraindens, that Vapo/eon is 
po great respecter of ‘liberty and. property t 
They, surely, of all men, will.not draw paral 
lels between Freach sepresentation and Eng- 


lish representation, French taxation. and. 


English taxation! It is the very, burthem. of 


the perpetizal song of these gentlemen, ..that 


we live yider a government of king, lords, 


and epeamions; andthat this i the hest aod! 
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these gentlemen, who detest all theoretic 
principles of government, make it their con- 
tinual encomiidm ofour.constitution, that it 
is a government of practice and:experience ; 
and, draWing comparisons between past and 
present times, ‘they tell us that this consti- 
tution has been regularly advancing to its 
present perfection, ‘by: improvement upon 
improvement; that is to say, if I understand 
them aright, by reformation upon reforma- 
tion ; and ‘I particularly remember a pro- 
Camation, tn'the administration of Mr. Pitt, 
and, asI think at the season of alarm in the 
year 1792, in which high praise was given to 
the ‘ glorious revolution” of 1088; in 
which event reformation was a conspicuous 
feature ; although, on the two points which 
make the principal subjects of this letter, it 
was, to the unspeakable injury of our coun- 
try, lamentably deficient... But let me ask 
such of our borough-champions as are con- 
versant with all-the money departments of 
our government, if decay and vorruption are 
so absolutely at an end, that reformation of 
government can never more be wanting? 
Or if our stock of reformation have been so 
completely exhausted by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Rose, 

and Lord Melville, Lord Henry Petty, Gen. 

Fitzpatrick, and Mr..Windham, that the 

wit of man tannot earry it one step further ? 

And I'shall conclude this long letter with 

saying, that if Mr. Pitt were.in the habit of 
observing, that representation was the grand 

principle of the English constitution, | may- 
perhaps be allowed to remark, that that 

which of all things in nature, is most conge- 

nial with its spirit, is REFORMATION. 
Acurep.—September 15, 1806. 








CATHOLIC CLAIMS, 

Six,——From the date of the letter of 
your correspondent on the Catholic Claims, 
which appeared in your last week's Regis- 
ter, I should apprehend that you have had 
so many communications upon the subject, 
that it isin your opinion pretty nearly worn 
out, and eeases to afford that rich variety of 
argument that is generally so conspicuous in 
every subject with which you favour the 
admirers of sound, logical, reasoning, 
Should there, however, be a chasm left, you 
may indulge me with the insertion of a few 
words upon the subject ——IL. apprehend, 
Sir, that tes Catholic Ciaim can admit Bid 
uit ‘one of these two grounds; 
‘thar the Catholics havea right to the 
pati ae Ss peanibebenen state,. and 
“of the: politi ils’; or that it 
li¢y ‘of the state, andthe interest 
‘Country: at large, that: this participa- 
t it is essen- 
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religion, like ‘the different 
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there should be a national religion, will ad- 
mit of but little controversy ; that a state h:s 
aright to legislate and point out of what 
persuasion this nationaf’'religion shall be 
composed, will also be conceded ;° and these 
two propositions being established; it will 
be pretty evident, that when ang state has so 
legislated and established a national religion, 
that every distinct Sect’ or persuasion can 
only exist in virtue of the liberality of the 
laws of such state, which by their tolerating 
principle allows of their existence, and pro- 
tects them in the exercise of their different 
tenets. The question of right,’ ‘therefore, 
sinks before the hopes of the most sanguine 
Catholic coadjutor, and‘upon the ground of 
PoLIcy must the success of the question 
stand or fall. Now, Sir, upon the question 
of policy, I think it will be conceded, that 
in every corporate body,° whether a state or 
an interior compact, the union of the mem- 

‘bers who compose it, is the first great and 
important principle that is to be attended to; 
and that in proportion’ that faetion more or 
less exists, is this fundamental principle of 
union destroyed. . Now, Sir, without swell- 
ing this subject with gitotations frow history, 
or the pamphleteering disputations which 
have existed in all ages, and at all times, be- 
tween the disciples ‘of* different -religious 

sects, it will; I am persuaded, be admitted, 


. that no factions ever arrived to so deploral le 
aheight, that no contentions were ever so 


lamentatle in their consequences, as those 
which derived their birth from religious dis- 
putes, The voracious appetite for place of 
an half-sterved politician, is an emtlem of 
forbearance,-compared with ‘the thirst for 
power which has been too often evinced by 
the bigots in all ite is it not then the 
imperious duty offevery state to prevent 
such vicious and mischievous consequences ; 
and how can this be done, if ‘you make 4 
Turk a premier, a Catholic’a secretary of 
state, and a Protestant a first lord of the 
admiralty 2? Oh! certainly it miay be done, 
says your correspondent; fot these men o! 
different persuasions, however contentious 
they may be upon subjects of "spiritual, will 
never differ upon that of a temporal mature ; 
but, Mr, Cobbett, I will content \ myself 
with an appeal to your knowledge of ' hu- 
man nature, whether it is not almost 4 
lusus nature, a prodigy, ‘to find two er 
differing upon the fundamental principles ir 
Teligion, and in perfect harmony ‘upon @ 

other subjects. - Sit, ik the nature of things 
this cannot’ be : you’ ‘see’ different’ sects’ 0 


animal kingdom, each ‘associati 4with: its 
own kind, and avoiding the'sotiety of the 





alto’ the well-being of every state that 


other : this is the direct ixstinetive faculty, 
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‘¢ | may so-call-it,.of the human mind. 
Why, then; what.is the evident conse- 
quence? Arabition is the ruling passion of 
man :if-a:man.. be, a ,sectary, the current 
of his ambition runs. with his sect; in-pre- 
ferring them) he.exadis himself ; and. the 
same principle of aggrandizement pervades 
every persuasion, as it arises from the qua- 
\ify of human natare itself. If then this be 
so, MreCobbett, is it not perceptible that a 
cabinet of <discordant. spiritual opinions will 
ran considerable danger of being diseordant 
in the tempora/ ones also, should this danger 
be incurred? Can it be contended to be 
good policy to. permit it? Will the hardiest 
advocate torthis muore than toleration, insist 











there would be nuss of GpopD-NATURE tlian 
gross and. unpardenalle folly. in ‘such a | 
measure; and if-this be the candid and true 
result of what would ensue from a compli- 
auce with the Catholic claims, I .am sure 
that that Catholic ceases to evidence any 
Christian-lkewirtues, who is desirous.a state 
should be so ‘undeservedly situated. —W. FS, 
~——-Lincoinis lan, Sept, 15, 1806. 


i 
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\ (RUSSEA AND FRANCE. 

The following:article is “taken from the 
French Official Paper, the Monitevs, af. 

the 5th instant., ltis very important,’ as, | 








—— 


communicating to us what is said by the | 
french Government upon Russia's refusal | 
to ratify the Treaty, lately concluded at 
Paris ty Monsieur D Oubril, whose fill + 
powers are suljotned, , 


The, Peace of Presburg, the Treaty of . 
Alliance between Prussia and Francé, and |. 


above all, the moral, political, and military | 
consequences of the battle of Austerlitz, 
took away entirely from Russia the power of | 
disturbing the peace of the Continent. © This 
was all that concerned: France.—We were | 
waiting with as muclruncertainty as patiénce, 
to ascertain what part the Court of Russia 
would act, when M. D'Qubril arrived at 
Vienna. This Minister went to M. de la | 
“hefoucauit, and demanded passports for | 
Paris. —M, de la Rochefoucault waited for | 
authority to grant them. He informed his | 
Court of the demand of the Russian Minis- . 
ter, and received orders, to | give passports | 
uumnediately to M. D'Qubril, ‘because, al- 
though the Emperor never intended to tole- | 
rate on the part of Russia an imperious inter- 
ree rn. imanterests which are placéd out of 
sphere ofher power, or in. disédssions — 





seriSt taser localities, yet he. nevertheless | 


Uesired a reconciliation beneficial to ‘both 
fwers~-M. 2 Oubrid arin at Pai on | 
; 9th of July, he proceeded to the Minister 

or Foreign. Affairs; apd after some con- 


great soul which animates them, 


; 





‘ersation, he exhibited full powers, which 


tard 


authorised him in the. most complete and 
comprehensive manner, to negociate, con- 
clude, and sign a peacc between the two 
Powers.--On a report to this. effect being 
made to the Emperor, his Majesty appointed 
as his Minister Plenipotentiary, General 
Clarke, Counsellor of State, and Secretary 
to the Cabinet, whom he authorised to ne- 
gociate, conclude, and sign, by virtue of 
powers similar te those of M. D’Oubril, a 
Peace with the Emperor of Russia.—The 
Plenipotentiaries gave themselves up with a 
constant and uninterrupted attention to the 
Jabours of the mission with which they were 
charged, and atJJength, after agréat num- 
ber of conferences; a Peace, was signed on 
the 20th of July, When the Treaty is 


| known, all Europe will be opinion that this 


Peace was equally honourable. to both Pow- 
ers.—Ffostilities were to cease_immediately, 
and they did cease on the part of France, 
The ratifications were to be exchanged on 
the 15th of August, and.it was not doubted 
that this exchange would take place, it be- 
ing known that the negociators had been for 


» along tiime in the eonfidence of, théir re- 


spective Sovereigns’; they, having also nego- 
ciated, according to. precis¢,..instructions ; 
and lastly,‘ they having, aeted . by, virtue. of 
complete and positivepowers,, and not, as it 


| happens, in some’ megociations, ine which 


neyociaters are, nacertain whether they have 
sufficient powers, unde? the clause. sub. spe- 
ruti.—M.- Rattin, bowever, Chancellor of 
the French: Consulate in Russia, arrived on 
Wednesday . from Petersburgh; and brought 
intelligence that in consequence. o} a. change 
of Ministers the result of the new principles 
of the Russian Government, and of the ex- 


| traordinary ascendancy which the English 


party have obtained in consequence of this 
circumstance in the new Cabivet, the treaty 
of the 20th July has not been ratified. —Thus 


hostilities between France and Russia must 
recommence. The men who. preside. cver 


the quarrels of nations, aud who make it 
their sport to prolong or to multiply the fa- 
tal periods-of war, and the overthrow of 


' States, are: quite mad. The conquerors of 


Ulm and of Austerlitz are still assembled un- 
der their colours, and near the field of their 
triumphs, more numerous and more formi- 
dable than ever; from the nature of that or- 
genization which cannot be -equalled, and 
which will never be surpassed, they wait 
with impatient hope for the impets of the 
molem, {9 ¢.—At the same time nothing can 
yet give reasou to presume they renewal | 

‘Contibental wars: The desti . 

is the secret of Providence. ./Thi 
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as well as the people of France, aré prepared 
for all chates, and the armres of his Impe- 
rial Majesty will be found, wherever it is 
necessary to combet, in order to consolidate 
tranquillity and 2 lasting and glorious. peace. 
Full Powers of .M. D’ Qubril 

“© We, Alexander I. Emperor and Auto- 
« crat of all the Russias, &e. &c &e. 
* (through aji the titles of his Majesty) be- 
“* img actusted by a solicitude for the preser-" 
“ vation of Europe in a state of calm and 
“ tranquillity, and animated by a sincerede- 
‘ sire to put an end to misunderstanding, 
“and re-establish peace with France on 
“ solid bases, we have considered it proper 


“ to commit this task to a person enjoying | 
For that purpose we | 


« our confidence. 
-“ have nominated, appointed, and autho- 
* rized our trusty and well-beloved Pierre 


‘© Oubril, Counsellor of State, and Knight | 


of the Orders ‘of St. Wolodimir, of the 
« third class, of St. Anne of the Second, and 
« of St. John of Jerusalem, whom we do 


nominate, appoint and authorize by these | 


presents, for the putpose and to the in- 
«* tent of entering into Conference with the 
** person or persons who shall be properly 
«* authorized on the part of the French Go- 
«* vernment, and of concleding and signing 
‘© with them an act of convention upon ba- 
‘* ses proper for the settlement of the peace 


‘« which is to be established between Russia | 
“ and France, and to lay the foundation of , 


“< peace between the other belligerent Powers 
“ of Europe.—We promisé on onr Impe- 
‘« rial word, to take for granted, and to exe- 
“ cute faithfully, all that shall be agreed 
** upon and signed by onr said Plenipoten- 
‘** tiary, and also to give our Imperial ratifi-. 
** cation within the time which shall be 
** agreed upon.—In testimony of which we 
have signed these full powers, and have 
“ affixed thereto the seal of our Empire.— 
** Given, at St. Petersburgh, the 30th of 
* April, 1806, and in the Gth year of our 
reign. —ALrexanper. — (Countersigned) 
Prince AbdamM Czartorysk1. —(Certi- 
** fied to be translated cofhformably to the 
** Original) —Piexrke D'Ousnit.” 





writen to tle Emperor Néepoleon, by M. 
Jacobson, Agent of Finances to the Court 
of Brunswick 

Sia8;——Penetrated with sentiments 
tind veneration; ~ dnd: filed 


se : 
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their ralers.—Tn every event, the. Emperor | 
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actions with which yau have caused the asio. 
nished world to resound, are calculated to 
inspire. I have. not the: happiness. to -by 
nambered among, the. people for whose ad- 
vantage you sacrifice all. the, moments: of 
your lite. . T belong not to that. happy coun- 
try, to which you have called back peace. J 
am one of the untfortawate Jewish people 
avainst whom ighotance and superstition 
have leagued, in order te degrade them and 
render Ur m the opprobrium, of every other 
hation; but the Lord of Hosts.-has chosen 

you to give happiness .to the world, and the 

Jews are a-part of that world. I belong te 
that people whose misery has for more than 
¥OCO years in vain implored the compassicn 
and the humanity of sovereigns; to that peo- 
ple who expected in you their saviour, and 
who in you, Sire, have found him !—t have 
constantly endeavoured to promote the hap- 
piuess of my countrymen by civilizing them; 
aud my efforts have been crowned with the 
happiest success. I have at last-been abie to 
interest several German Princes in favour of 
the Jewish people. I- have-obtained tor-my 

' unfortunate brethrem the abolition of an in- 
famous tax.. I have established, at my own 
expense, an institution for the imstruction of 

\ Jewish children, and in which there are at 
present more than twenty Christian chil- 

dren: Now, however, I \placeno limits to 

my hopes, since I\have the happiness toraise 
my suppliant voice to the throne of your 

Majesty.—-Deign, Sire, to extend your bene- 

ficent views to the Jews who inhabit: the 

countries adjoining to your tast-empixe. If 
you confine your benefits to that part of smy 
brethren who. are among your! Majesty's 
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| subjects, how much will stil remain tobe 


desired! Elow will it be , ible to sur- 
mount the obstacles which the difference of 
the French administration and that*of other 
states, will place’ between themrand us ?— 
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with (hat adngitation which tiese ‘eStraordi- 
Hen always excite, wlio, at different: 
* ‘ehosen. by the Brerital to 'énno-- 
race, 1 approach your M sjes- 
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The commercial relations of France and 
Germany require a constant intercourse be- 
tween the Jews of these countries, but what 
Jew, ivhabitingyour states; would-degrade 
the’ tithe of French citizen, by:the humilia- 
tions and. vexations .which’ the system of 
administration in Germany would make him 
experience ? Would: he choose -his spouse’ 
among a people rentlered infamous by the 
laws of the:coumry they: inhabit ?—--How 
ap gee ceyergie reas. Sart of break 
idl chains of a people uny oppress* 
of !-Who but a God can hearkento ther 
portable bandage !——~Phe Princes of Ger 
many do inot oppose the abecmplishment of’ 
this grabd:work : on the contrary, ii is the 
object of their wishes.” ‘They are qnzious [0° 
ameliotate our cniitlixiow. We groap wader” 


_complaints and deliver them from as insup-' 
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. operation of ancient laws dictated. by 
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hate maintained until the présent ‘day. 
rhe German Jew’ would be-happy where he 

nermitted to earn his bread’ honestly, ‘to en=" 
iy the cammion right of protection ‘whieh 

“overnments Owe to ‘their subjects ; arid 

were there given ‘to his worship a pract ioe 

form, which, without deviating from “his 

own law, would accord with the’exercise of 
| the duties of citizenship.—Bat to ‘attain 

this object it would be necessary, 1. To 

establish a Sovereign Jewish Council, pre- 

vided by a patriatch residing in France. 2. 

To class all the persons professing the Jew- 

ish faith according to'the distr%ts they inha- 

vit, with a synod to. éach, which, under the 

superintendance of the French government 

aad the Sovereign Jewish council, should 

dccide on all affairs connected with worship, 

and should appoint the Rabbis. 3.-‘Fo au- 

thorise the said soveretgn couneil to supply’ 
cich Jew with the necessary expenses: for 

enabling him to falfi! the duties of -a citizen 

in every country.<— These means, Sire, ap- 

pear equally certaity and indispensable. 

Only break the polffical and. ecclesiastical 

chains which confine the Jews to a state of 
slavery, and you will soon sée them aspire to 

the dignified’ character — of » other. nations. 

Then shall we ertulate out ancestors, who 

changed the barren rocks of ‘Palestine into 

delightf¥ gardens, and. covered them with 

the richest harvests. ‘Then’ shallwe be wor- 

thy of bearing thé samie “tame as.those he- 

roes who planted theit‘vietorians standards 

on the banks of the’ river Jordan, with the 

same hands with which they guided the 

plough and shuttle, 
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DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 

Supplement to the London Gazette Extraor- 
dinary, of Friday, September 5, 1806.— 
Sunday, Septemker 7, 1806. — Dated 
Downing Street, September 6. 1806. 

_ (Concluded from p. 448.) 

With this view Captain Haste made a 
Prompt disposition ef his frigate and small 
craft, while the transports were directed to 
inaxe sail towards a point considerably in 
front of the enemy's colnmn, and to make 
4 demonstration’ of ianding there; this a 
pratanee occasfoned in the first instance a 
alt of the enemy's column, and-in the 
next a change of its direction towards the 
mountains ; Captain. Hoste was. enabled; 
“nite and rear, which appeared to -be im- 
medians ealaod oy aaet tobe im 
time oceasioned those parts “his column to 
‘Teak and disperse in ghe mountains. “The 
“einy”s loss in this affair amounted tp about 
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barbarism, ahd which prejudice only could” 
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and in an “hour's | 


Pos SEPTEMBER 20, 1096.— V/ilary.in Calabria, . 
| (fifty of sixty; wounded, wha) were brought; 
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so * Me. 
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imawageons to Cotrone;this'morning: ‘After 
ithe dist?sion of the enemy in the ,moun-. 
tains, the flect. male sailtowards this place, 
‘his ‘supposed «destination, where the frigate: 
‘and ‘transports came to an anchor, after, ox- 
changing a few. shot. with the citadel, at 
‘eight o'clock inthe evening. do the mern- 
ing we discovered that the, enemy's army 
bad net yeuarrived; but. under an ansious. 
expectation for their appearance, a disposir 
tion was made with the transports.and men 
of war to give him every possible anney- 
ance ;. and. -aocerdingly, having. permitted 
him quietly totake up his: position within 
gun-shot, the -frigate’s. broadside was 
brought to bear upon him, and in the space 
of half an. hour completely dislodged and 
obliged:him to:take up.a new position with- 
out the ranke of her guns, in the mountains, 

Amphion Frigate, off Cotrone, 6p, m.° 
29th July, 1800. Sir,——Several appear- 
ances in the Frencl: encampment, ¢concur- 





| ring with ether information I had recewed 


on the evening of the 27th, that the enemy 


meditated a move, I thought it--proper to 
detain a communication I had prepared for 
you on that day, until ] éould convey more 
decided intelligence on this important sub- 
ject. I have now the utmost satisfaction in 
nequainting you that the greatest part of the 
French army retreated, in a northerly di- 
rection from Cotrone, just before day-light 
on the morning of the 28th ult-—Immedi- 
ately. on. obtaining this information, 1 dis- 
patched expresses to the different chiefs of 
the masse, requiring them to concert, at- 
rangements for a close pursuit, and pointed, 
out the many advantages they must conse- 
quently shave -over a flying and dispirited 
enemy, in their mountains. I haye, . bow- 
ever, not yet been able, through any 
source, to discover satisfactorily by. which of 
the routes tothe northward he, has retired. 
Some: state it to be. in, the direction of Ta- 
rentum, to join.a smell force in that pro- 
vince; ‘others as positively assert, that he 
is endeavouring to pass by. the mountains to 
Cosenza, and by that route to Cassano. 
Such is the imperfect intelligence I have on. 
this point, that, have not yet been able ta 
detéshiine so important a gucstion——Tpe 
enemy's route from , this city _ hag berm 
masked by.circumstances of the most cruel 
devastation, ‘Fhe village of Strap al Fe 
several. others within our, view, which he 
considered hostile to his cause, have, bec 

ransacked, and burnt to the ground, | 
infertnation: of yesterday stated, . that = 
thonsand men bad been ai Pepe 


town and city of Cotrone.. 
serters, who joined us this morning, 
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mentioned that the greatest part of this 
force had marched to join their aray ‘in the 
course of the mght, Captain Hoste agreed 
with myself in the propriety of summoning 
the town and citadel to surrender to the 
force under our orders, conceiving that the 
immediate possession of what we understood 
to be the enemy's sole dépét, and his der- 
niére resort in Lower Calabria, in point of 
position, together with the removal of his 
stores, &c. might contribute to prevent his 
attempt to re-enter the province.—I have 
now the pleasure to inclose copies of the 
summons, and of the terms of capitulation 
finally agreed upon between us. I trust 
our judgment in this proceeding will be con- 
firmed by your approbation.—lI shall find it, 
however, nevessary to disembark a conside- 
rable part of my battalion this day, to cover 
the evacuation of the tewn and citadel, and 
to superintend the completion of the other 
articles of the capitulation ; after which I 
shall immedfately re-embark, and propose 
to make the best of my way to Messina on 
the 2d or 3d of August, unless previously | 
may receive such information as may alter 
my opinion, that the French have com- 
pletely evacuated Lower Calabria for the 
present.—I am sorry to say that a good deal 


of sickness has prevailed in the 78th since it | 


sailed, in consequence of their previous fa- 
tigucs, and that it has losteight men. The 
disease is, ‘however, not spreading; and 
liaving appointed an hospital ship, I trust in 
progress will be completely checked. This 
unpleasant circumstance will hasten ny return 
to Messina, unless [ receive contrary instruc- 
tions.—-The number of prisoners aid deserters 
now with this fleet amount to about five 
hundred, of which number one half and up- 
wards are sick and wounded. The enemy 
being, I believe, now completely driven from 
the Lower, if not both Calabrias, I cannot 
resist this opportunity of offering my congra- 
tulations on so brilliant a result to the expe- 
dition undertaken by the army under your 
immediate command, which cannot fail to 
be recorded in the British annals as an 
achievement of the first order. I have 
the honour to be, &c. (Signed) P. M‘Leop. 
Major-Gen. Sir John Stuart, &c. &c. ~~ 

I have just received intelligence which I 
can rely upon, that the route which ~ the 
enemy pursued yesterday was by Strongoli 
and Cino, and I am to conclude he will 

ursue that route coastwaysto Cassano, _ 
Copy of the Summons to the French Garrison 

Friel 2. of Cotrone. 

‘The Officers commanding. the naval and 
tand forces of bis Britannic Majesty hereby 
‘sanimon you to surrender the town and ci- 
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tadel of Cotrone to the British force now };.. 
fore it.—The officers who deliver this. su). 
mous to you are directed to lay before you 
such articles of capitulation as we are dis. 
posed to grant, and to wait one hour tor 
your answer,——Being perfectly aware of 
your present circumstances, you may believe 
that this summons is dictated under mature 
deliberation, and with a view of saving that 
effusion of blood which must be the conse. 
quence of a resistance on your. part.—— 
(Signed) W. Hoste, commanding his Bri. 
tunnic Majesty's squadron, P. M‘Leon, 
commanding his Britannic Majesty's troop. 


Terms of Capitulation finally agreed upon 
between the Officers commanding the Bri- 
tish Sea and Land Forces, and those com- 
manding tie French Troops in the Citadel 
of Cotrone. 

Art. I: The French troops are to marci: 
out of the citadel of Cotrene at ten o clock 
a.m. the 30th July, 1806, with the honours 
of war, to that part of the beach where the 
flag of truce was this day received, and there 
deposit their arnjs, and immediately. alter 
embark on board of transports, to be sent to 
Messina, where they are to be consider- 
ed prisoners of war till regularly exchang- 
ed——Art. II]. The sick and wounded 
are, in a similar manner to be, sent to 
Messina, attended by their own surgeons 
and assistants, and are afterwards to be con- 
sidered aud exchanged as prisoners of war. 
—Art. III, Oilicers are permitted to wear 
their swords, and are te be considered a: 
priseners of war until exchanged.——Ar'. 
IV. The troops of his Britannic Majesty wil 
preserve order and tranquillity in the city.— 
Art. V. All private property which belongs, 
Lond fide, to either officers or soldiers, w!!) 
be respected.—Art. VI. All public proper') 
that there may be is to be delivered ove!, 
with a proper inventory, to the officer who 
takes possession of the place. Art. Vil. 
The surgeons will attend their own sick and 
wounded, as mentioned in Article LI, but a! 
Civilians who have attended the French at 
my will be considered as prisoners of war, 10 
consequence of the principle established by 
the French government during the preset 
war. Art. VILI. The British troops will 
take possession of the gates of the town of 
Cotrone. between eight and ten o’clock to- 
morrow morning ; the French garrison W" 


‘march out-of the citadel at ten o'clock, a. 


ecisely, and be immediately embarked !of 
leudas, agreeably to Art. I. (Signed) ob 
Hosre, commanding his Britannic Majesty * 
squadron ——-P, M‘Lrop, Lieut: Col. cou 
manding 2d:78th reg. weit 
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